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Dear friends, 
 

The end of 2013 also marks the end of the terrific service President Joel Wax offered our congregation for the last two 
years.  
 

Joel provided a style of leadership that we dearly needed during a time of transition.   
 

He oversaw the welcoming of a new rabbi and executive director, as well as a renewed approach to the business of our 
congregation. He led a team of dedicated lay people and staff members as we sought to guide our congregation in 
straight paths.   
 

Joel was also a near daily presence in our office.  He displayed confidence in the staff, offered good humor, and left us 
box upon box of Dunkin’ Donuts.   
 

Joel brought his steady hand to the bima as well.  His warm pulpit presence made our congregants feel comfortable and 
confident. 
 

We also thank Barbara Wax. It is not always easy to have a spouse who is so dedicated to a synagogue.  Thank you, 
Barbara, for your forbearance as we dominated Joel’s time for the last two years.   
 

Personally and on behalf of our staff, thank you, Joel.  We may or may not miss your Dunkin’ Donuts, but we will surely 
miss you.  Thank you for your leadership, 
friendship and support.  
 

At our annual congregational meeting on 
December 18, we accepted a new slate of 
officers, including a new president, Allan 
Carroll.  I greatly look forward to working 
closely with Allan.  He was the EHNT emissary 
who first checked me out as I led services for 
my previous congregation.  Both Allan and 
Paula have been a wonderful support during my 
first 18 months here.  We can all be one 
hundred percent confident in Allan’s dedication 
to our congregation and, of course, in his ability 
to lead us into a strong, healthy future. 
 

Wishing you all a happy, healthy 2014. Kol Tuv – 
all good things for you and your loved ones. 
 

Rabbi Jeffrey Weill  
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Social Action Corner – Ruth Siegel, Chair 
As we start 2014, we are excited about new programs and activities 
for the Social Action Committee. There will be a three part series of 
Sunday morning presentations about relations with traditionally 
under-recognized/represented groups and issues of inclusivity, 
difference and commonality. The first program,  “Jews and Blacks in 
Skokie: What Was, What Is, and What's Next” is scheduled for 
Sunday, Feb. 16th - SAVE THE DATE and plan to join us for shaharit 
service, breakfast & an informative presentation and discussion. 
 
Other plans for 2014 include exploration of opportunities for 
additional collection drives (possibly in conjunction with the 
children/families from our Religious School) for goods needed by 
Jewish agencies serving those without such basic items as toiletries 
and gloves. We also plan to set-up at least two dates for EHNTJC 
members to volunteer at the Uptown Café.  
 
We continue to collect cell phones for SHALVA and will repeat our 
clothing/textile drives at least once a year. (If you know of or belong 
to other not-for-profit organizations that may be interested in similar 
textile drives, please let me know as we can receive a referral fee.) 
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Planting for the Future:  Religious Education through the Lens of Tu B’Shevat. 

 
Tu B’Shevat, the New Year of the Trees, falls on Thursday, Jan. 16.  This holiday has a wonderful Kabbalistic 
tradition of a ritual meal honoring trees and nature.  We are required to eat 15 different kinds of fruits from 
trees as well as a wheat or barley cracker/cookie and 4 types of wine/juice to represent the 4 seasons.  The 
fruits are divided into 3 categories:  those that are totally edible, those that have an inedible pit and those that 
have an inedible peel or shell.  We are reminded that the planting of a tree is so important that even if the 
Messiah is coming, a person must finish planting a tree before going out to greet him!   
 
There is a strong parallel between our students and trees.  We nurture both with an eye to the future.  Without 
Jewish parenting and Jewish education, our Jewish children cannot learn to live Jewish adult lives or raise 
Jewish children themselves.  What has been cherished throughout the generations will disappear without 
proper nurturing.   It requires our attentive, loving cultivation. 
 
There are 3 types of students, as there are 3 types of fruit.  There is the student who is totally open to learning 
and puts himself/herself in the best position to soak up all of the knowledge possible.  That student arrives on 
time, pays attention, and works to incorporate the new material between class sessions and to use the 
knowledge gained to bring Judaism into everyday life. 
 
The second type of student comes in reluctantly, looks uninterested and lacks apparent enthusiasm for the 
materials.  The task with this student is to find a way past the hard outer shell, because once that student lets 
you in, the rewards are amazing.  The heart is open to the beauty of our tradition and revels in the ability to 
connect to God through Jewish pathways. 
 
The third type of student appears to be involved with what is going on in the classroom, but in reality is not 
buying anything you have to offer.  This passive aggressive attitude is the hardest to get beyond because you 
are thwarted at every opportunity.  They learn the material with their minds but not with their hearts, and 
there is no using the values studied to enhance real life.  Their hard shell keeps us from reaching their 
innermost core.  We keep trying, however, because miraculous things happen every day! 
 
According to Jewish law, no one is allowed to harvest the fruit of a tree until the tree is at least 3 years old, and 
Tu B’Shevat helped keep track of the ages of the trees.  Before that third year, it was felt that you might hamper 
the growth of a young tree by taking its fruit too early.  The same might be held for a child. Up until the age of 
13, a child is not responsible for doing mitzvot.  That is the responsibility of the parent.  However, upon 
becoming  b’nai mitzvah, the parents are “off the hook”, so to speak.  The child is now considered a responsible 
adult, at least as far as doing God’s commandments is concerned!  The society can reap the benefits of the new 
adult’s learning and study! 
 
So, this Tu B’Shevat, as we savor the fruits of the trees at our Religious School’s Tu B’Shevat seder on Sat., Jan. 
18, 9:00 A. M., may we vow to continue cultivating our growing children so that they grow upright, nurtured 
in the fertile soil of Judaism and well watered with the unequivocal joy of learning and bringing the presence 
of God into the world by doing mitzvot! 
 
B’Shalom, 
Trudy Isbitz Brodsky 
Religious School Director, EHNTJC 
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…to the Egalitarian Minyan for sponsoring the 

kiddush luncheon in honor of the USCJ Scholar in 

Residence, Rabbi Joel Levy. 
 

…to Harry & Elaine Wayne for sponsoring the 

kiddush luncheon in honor of welcoming Elaine 

back home. 
 

 
 

 
…parents Michael & Jessica Reich and  

proud grandparents, Stewart & Debbie Reich 
on the birth of Harper Elle.  

 
…parents Benji & Faye Bearman on the birth 

of their son, Lev Aiden. 

 
…Gloriann Levy 

on the marriage of her son, 
Jonathan Levy to Erin Didde. 

 
 

EHNTJC offers heartfelt condolences to… 
 

Ruth Williams on the loss of her husband, Norman. 

 

Helen Schechtman on the loss of her husband, Leonard. 

 

The family of Judith Blumenthal. 

 

The family of Otto Wilner. 

 

Anne Rosenthal on the loss of her husband, former president  

Dr. Aaron Rosenthal. 

 

Linda & Michael Hoffenberg on the loss of Linda’s mother, Barbara Isco. 

 

May G-d comfort them among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 
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The Mordecai M. Kaplan Center for Jewish Peoplehood 
Invites You to a Presentation by and Conversation with 

 

 
 

Rabbi Shai Held 
Co-founder, Dean, and Chair in Jewish Thought at 

Mechon Hadar in New York City 

Abraham Joshua Heschel:  
The Call of Transcendence 

 
Sunday, January 5th 7:30p.m. at EHNTJC 

 
Countless people quote Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, but few 

understand the deep structure of his thought. In this interactive 
presentation, we will uncover the heart of Heschel’s vision of 
theology and spirituality by exploring his insistence that the 

essence of the spiritual life lies in self-transcendence. We will 
analyze precisely what Heschel means by self-transcendence and 
see how this idea affects three crucial areas in his thinking: 1) his 
notion of wonder; 2) his understanding of God; and 3) his theory 

of prayer. 
 

No charge. Refreshments will be served. 
RSVP to dan@kaplancenter.org or 847-492-5200 
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Please join us for a special 

 

January 10, 2014 
6:30PM - Shabbat Dinner  

8:00PM - Shabbat Eve Service with the Installation of the Board of Trustees 

 Rabbi Jeffrey Weill and Cantor Benjamin Warschawski 

Followed by an Oneg Shabbat  

Dinner Reservation Form  

Dinner reservation deadline: Tuesday, January 7 

Sorry, No transfer credit or refunds if cancelled after January 7  

 

Name(s):__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________________________City:____________________ 
 

Phone # ______________________        E-Mail address ____________________________________ 

  

_____# of Adult Members at $18/person                 = $___________ 

  

_____# of Adult Non-members at $20/person         = $___________ 

 

_____# of children 6 to 12 at $9/child             = $____________ (Please list ages)___________    
 

_____# of children 5 and under (free) (Please list ages) __________________________________ 

    

_____Total attending                          Total Enclosed $ ___________________________________ 

                                   

Payment method (Payment must accompany reservation): 
  
____ Check (Please make checks payable to EHNTJC) – Check #___________________________ 

  

____ Credit card Visa/MasterCard (Note: A 2% convenience fee as added to all credit card charges.) 

         

Account # ____________________________________ Exp. date ______ 3 numbers on back_____ 

  

Authorized Signature: _______________________________________________________________    
 

If possible, please seat us with: ________________________________________________________        

      

   ___ I/We are currently not members of EHNTJC but would like to be contacted about joining 

http://www.ehnt.org/
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SISTERHOOD CORNER—January, 2014 
Evie Lowenthal, Sisterhood President                   Judy Arkin, Editor (kjarkin99@comcast.net)  
 

From the President’s Desk…  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2014!!!   As I’m writing this message, there is no mistaking that the season is winter—
snow, cold, wind, slippery streets and sidewalks.  We have planned a Games Day program on January 8th, which 
will include a warm lunch and the opportunity to join with friends for an afternoon with a variety of games 
offered from Scrabble, to Mah Jongg, to bridge and Rummy-Q.  It’s up to you to bring your friends, games, cards 
and sets.  We’ll have the food, tables, chairs and warm space.  Hope to see you then! 

Can’t make it to daytime programs?  Thursday, February 6th is a 7:30 p.m. joint program with our Men’s 
Club on Identity Theft with David Richmond.  Also mark your calendar for Wednesday evening, April 2nd, when 
we will have our Women’s Seder led by our Rebbitzen, Julie Weill. 

Sisterhood annually makes a financial pledge to EHNTJC and I am pleased to report that we once again 
made our commitment and also purchased a new computer for the office from the synagogue’s Wish List.  With 
your support of our programs, fundraising and membership, we hope to be able to continue doing this. 

Our Sisterhood is affiliated with Women’s League for Conservative Judaism and I encourage our 
members to go to the wlcj.org website and familiarize themselves with some of the website offerings.  Recently, 
I started our board meeting with one of the “Wellness” selections on stress.  Yes, every one of us has some 
stress in our lives and if it builds up and is not treated, it can lead to depression,   (continued on page 2) 
 

BOOK CLUB TO DISCUSS  
 

”A Grain of Truth” 
 

The next meeting of the Sisterhood Book Club will be on 
Wednesday, February 12th at 10:00 a.m. at the synagogue.  
Since our December meeting was cancelled, we’ll begin with 
a review of “The Middlestein’s” before we discuss our next 

selection— 

“A Grain of Truth” by author Zygmunt Miloszewski. 
 

State Prosecutor Teodor Szacki has left Warsaw after ending 
his marriage and settled in Sandomierz, a picturesque town 
with beautiful churches and museums.  As an outsider, he is 
not welcomed by the residents.  When a woman is found dead 
with her body completely drained of blood, the killing looks 
like a ritual slaughter and it triggers anti-Semitic paranoia in 
the close-knit community.  Szacki must face the painful 
history of Polish-Jewish relations and the aftermath of an 
event that occurred 60 years earlier.  This compelling mystery 
offers a revealing glimpse of life in modern Poland, a country 
still dealing with its complicated past.   

 
Refreshments will be served. 

 
RSVP to one of our Book Club Chairs: 

 
Dorothy Lipstadt (847)673-3525 
Elaine Lampert  (847)537-1240 
Judith-Rae Ross (847)673-7728 

 

News and Notes… 
 Be a media mogul!  A $5 contribution makes 

you a sponsor of our Sisterhood bulletin.  
Please mail your contributions to:  

Judy Arkin c/o EHNTJC Sisterhood 
           4500 Dempster Street 
              Skokie, IL   60076 

 If you have news to share, contact Judy 
Arkin at kjarkin99@comcast.net. 

 Sisterhood donation cards are 10/$10 and 
the Chai cards are 6/$18.  The cards are 
available in the synagogue office. 

 Check out our GIFT SHOP cases for new 
hostess gifts, mezuzahs, menorahs and 
kosher parchments!  Call Davida Grossman 
847-673-0772 or Evie Lowenthal 847-673-
2505 for more information. 
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KNITTING PROJECT 
 

Sisterhood is making shawls  
for breast cancer patients.  

The yarn is available at  
Michael’s or any hobby  

store. The office will have  
copies of the instructions.    

If you would like more information, feel free to 

call Idelle Peaceman at 847-254-7745. 
 There is no time limit on how long it takes. It is 

a spare-time project.  Have fun doing this! 

Good and Welfare… 

 

 Mazel Tov to Gloriann Levy on the marriage of her 
son Jonathan to Erin Didde. 
 Mazel Tov to Elaine Lampert on the birth of her 
grandson Isaac William Lampert and to Rhoda Neubauer 
on the birth of her great-grandson Isaac William Lampert. 
 Mazel Tov to Debbie Reich on the birth of her 
granddaughter Harper Elle Reich. 
 Thanks to Bill Gerber and Marcy Feinberg for their 
generous donations to Sisterhood. 
 We extend our deepest sympathy to Debbie 
Novoselsky and family on the loss of father-in-law 
Benjamin Novoselsky. 
 Our deepest sympathy to Rhoda Neubauer, Elaine 
Lampert and families on the loss of their son and 
brother—David Neubauer. 
 And, our thoughts are with Ruth Williams on the 
recent loss of her husband—Norman. 

 

From the President’s Desk…cont’d. 
 

heart attacks, insomnia, hypertension and sensitivity to 
infections, gastrointestinal disturbances--GERD, peptic 
ulcer, colitis, skin changes—rashes, hives and eczema.  
With this in mind, we can set aside ME time for 20-30 
minutes every day.  Who will nurture and care for us if 
we don’t care for ourselves?  What ME things can we do?  
Walk, exercise, read, have a soak in the tub, get a 
massage—nurture yourself.  Give yourself a gift—give 
yourself permission to say YES to yourself.  It is well worth 
the price! 
 

B’Shalom!   Evelyn Lowenthal 
  

TU B’SHEVAT – New Year of the Trees 

by Gloriann Levy, Education Vice-President 
 

Tu B’Shevat, the 15th of the Hebrew month of 
Shevat, is the New Year of the Trees or Arbor Day.  
This year, the holiday falls on Thursday, January 16, 
2014.   

Agriculturally, this holiday marked the date 
from which to calculate the age of a tree for reasons of 
the tithe and to tell the maturation of the fruit of the tree. 
(Fruit could not be eaten until the fourth year.  This 
standardizes the birthday of trees.)  

Seasonally, this is about the time in Israel, 
when the sap begins to flow in the trees after its winter 
hibernation. The almond tree is the first tree to bloom 
in Israel, usually about the time of Tu B’Shevat. 

There are a few customs associated with Tu 
B’Shevat.  Most common is the eating of fruit from trees 
– and in particular, fruit from trees that grow in Israel, 
especially the carob (buxer, St. John’s bread).  Most 
recently, it has become an environmental holiday - with 
the custom of giving money to the Jewish National 
Fund to plant trees in Israel. 

The Tu B’Shevat seder, which was started by 
Jewish mystics in the 16th century, has become popular 
again today.  It is largely modeled on the Passover 
seder, with four cups of wine.  Thirteen biblical verses 
that speak of vegetation of Israel are read, and many 
different foods are blessed and eaten.  Among the 
foods served at the seder are olives, dates, grapes, 
figs, pomegranates, apples, walnuts, carob, pears, 
cherries, sunflower seeds and peanuts. 

Tu B’Shevat has also become an ecological 
holiday which celebrates the preservation of nature 
and recycling to benefit our planet. 

Enjoy the Holiday! 

 

 

Save the Date 

 

January 8th       Games Day! 
February 6th Identity Theft (with Men’s 

Club) 

March 5th       Speaker 
April 2nd       Women’s Seder 
May 10th       Sisterhood Shabbat 
May 28th       Culminating Luncheon 
 

 

 

WELCOME to our new member: 

 
Marcy Feinberg 
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            THE Sisterhood 
                of EZRA-HABONIM, THE NILES 

               TOWNSHIP JEWISH CONGREGATION                  
 

 

                        Invites you to a 
                               Games Day Afternoon! 

 

      Mah Jongg, Rummy-Q, Cards, etc.  Bring your set, bring your group! 
 

 

DATE:    Wednesday—January 8th, 2014 
 

TIME:     12:00 noon—Lunch 
 

PLACE:  EHNTJC Social Hall  
 

COST:    $12 for Sisterhood Members with paid reservation by January 3rd  
              $15 for Non-members and at the door 
 

PLEASE CLIP FORM BELOW AND RETURN WITH YOUR PAYMENT 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

EHNTJC Sisterhood Games Day Afternoon! 
 

Name: __________________________________  Phone: ______________ 
 

Game I plan to play:  ____________________________________________ 
 

I can bring my set of:   ___________________________________________ 
  

_____ @ $12 (Members)     _____ @ $15 (Guests*/Non-Members*) 
 

 *Name(s): ____________________________________________________ 
       

Enclosed is my check payable to EHNTJC SISTERHOOD for $__________ 
(cash or check only – no credit card charges) 

 

Please send in your reservation by January 3rd to: 
 

EHNTJC SISTERHOOD 
ATTN:  Sisterhood Games Day Afternoon 

4500 Dempster Street 
Skokie, IL   60076 

 

For further information, please call Judy Frank at (847)677-4950. 
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                                        The  

SISTERHOOD and MEN’S CLUB  

  of Ezra-Habonim, the Niles Township 

               Jewish Congregation 

  

                      Invite you to join us as we explore 

 

with David Richmond 
 

When:   Thursday—February 6th, 2014 
 

Time:     7:30 p.m.  
 

Admission: FREE! – Join us for Refreshments, Raffles and Prizes! 
 
 

PLEASE CLIP FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO THE SYNAGOGUE OFFICE BY JANUARY 31st 

EHNTJC SISTERHOOD/MEN’S CLUB FEBRUARY PROGRAM 

 

   Name:________________________________________  Phone:  ___________________ 

 

   Guest name(s):  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Number Attending:  __________ -- PLEASE R.S.V.P. BY JANUARY 31st 
 

RETURN TO:  EHNTJC SISTERHOOD/MEN’S CLUB 

4500 W. Dempster Street 

                                               Skokie, IL   60076 

 

For further information, please contact Bill Gerber at (847)675-4141. 
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  THE Sisterhood 

                  of EZRA-HABONIM, THE NILES 
                    TOWNSHIP JEWISH CONGREGATION  

 

 

Invites you to join us for our March Luncheon and Speaker 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

With Barbara Sarasin, M.S.W. from CJE Senior Life 
WHAT TO KEEP AND WHAT TO TOSS ● GET ORGANIZED 
FOR A MOVE ● WHAT PAPERWORK TO HAVE READY IN 

CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 
DATE:    Wednesday—March 5th, 2014                            
 

TIME:     12:00 noon in the EHNTJC Social Hall                   
 

COST:    $15 for Sisterhood Members with paid reservation by February 25th  
       $18 for Non-members and at the door 
 

          Please make your reservations by completing the form below and returning no later than February 25th….. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

EHNTJC Sisterhood March Program—Conquering the Clutter 
 

Name: __________________________________  Phone: ___________________ 
 

_____ @ $15 (Members)     _____ @ $18 (Guests*/Non-Members*) 
 

*Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 
       

Enclosed is my cash/check payable to EHNTJC SISTERHOOD for $__________ 
 

Please return to:   EHNTJC SISTERHOOD Conquering the Clutter 
4500 W. Dempster Street ● Skokie, IL   60076 

For more information, please call Judy Frank at (847)677-4950. 
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